
CALL FOR ARTISTS – Crafting Contexts  

    
PHOTO from past Art In City Hall shows (Left to Right): Art by Eiko Fan from Small Sculpture (2017); Kukuli Velarde from 
Dialogo 365 (2012), and Chanthaphone Rajavong from Toying With Art (2007). 

Art In City Hall – City’s Office of Arts, Culture and the Creative Economy in partnership with Craft NOW 
Philadelphia issues a call for artists for the upcoming 2017 fall season.   
 

Crafting Contexts 
October 9 – November 24, 2017 
Tentative Reception Date: November 1st, following a press conference opening Philadelphia Craft Month in 
the Mayor’s Reception Room 202. 
 

Submissions are due by August 18th, 4 p.m.  
Jurors: TBD City Hall Artistic Advisory Committee members 
 
 
 
 
Theme: 
In 2017, Craft NOW Philadelphia presents the theme Fluid Boundaries: Exploring Intersections of 
Craft with Fine Art, Design and Making to visitors as a means of discovering how craft continues to 
evolve in the twenty-first century.  Expanding on this theme, Art In City Hall issues a call for Crafting 
Contexts as its fall exhibition in Philadelphia’s historic City Hall. 
 
Crafting Contexts seeks high quality two and three-dimensional handmade art 
that invites discourse and interpretation. Using materials or a mix of materials 
traditionally associated with craft (wood, clay, fiber, glass, metal, etc.) or 
nontraditional materials (found and upcycled objects, plastics...), artists are 
encouraged to explore personal or social contexts.  This may include presenting 
craft as a reflection on contemporary issues. For example, it can serve as a 
critical tool that examines culture, immigration, the environment, current 
events or institutional traditions.  Works can be utilitarian or otherwise, and all 
works are required to be handmade with the aim of fostering interaction or 
dialogue. 
 
There is no set size restriction for the Art Gallery at City Hall, however the display case interior 
dimensions measure 72” height x 94” length x 30” depth.  Art In City Hall will make determinations 
on where accepted works will be showcased. 

 



Rules for Entry 

Eligibility 
Open to professional and graduate students from the Philadelphia region, including the five-county Delaware 
area and South Jersey.  Undergraduate students and anyone under 18 are not eligible. 
 

Exhibition Sites 
Crafting Contexts will be showcased in the Art Gallery at City Hall, Room 116, and in the public spaces of the 
second floor near the Offices of the Mayor. The Art Gallery at City Hall is near the East Portal facing East 
Market St.  Photo I.D. is not necessary on the first floor.  Access to the upper levels of City Hall do require 
identification.  Sign in at the northeast corner visitor’s entrance. 
 

Visiting hours are 10:00 am – 4:00 pm, Monday thru Friday, and closed during weekends and holidays. 
 
 

Submission 
 

1. If you are not able to submit work online at www.creativephl.org, please submit up to 4 works as jpegs on 
a disc, thumb drive or have them delivered via Drop Box.  Send your Drop Box link to 
Tu.Huynh@phila.gov. Each image should be approximately 1MB.  

 

2. Each jpeg file name should correlate with the entry form. You may include up to 3 details of each work.  
For example, Anderson3.Untitled.10x10x10.mixedmedia   

3. Each artist must include a brief artist statement (no longer than two paragraphs) and resume as a Word 
document or PDF. 

4. Return the completed entry form with your digital submission and include an S.A.S.E ONLY if you wish to 
have your disc or thumb drive returned to you.   

 

5. If you are unable to submit work in a digital format, please contact Art In City Hall for assistance.   
 

6. Deadline for submission:  Received by Friday, August 18th, 4 pm. No exceptions. 
    There is no entry fee.  

 
Selection and Installation of Exhibition 
 

Accepted artists will be notified email.  You can call to verify submission status two weeks after the 
submission deadline.  All work must be in good condition and ready for installation (i.e., hooks, wires, etc.). 
Artists may be asked to assist with installation of works that require special attention or extensive demands 
of time.  Works that belong to someone else’s collection or need to be shipped from another city will not be 
accepted.  Art In City Hall is not responsible for the delivery or transfer of artwork.  The City, the Art In City 
Hall Exhibitions Advisory Committee and/or curators reserve the right to change the content of the 
exhibition, including the removal of artwork. 
 
Delivery of Work 
 

The time of delivery and installation of artwork will be arranged with each participating artist after 
notification of acceptance. Artists or artists’ galleries are responsible for shipping and delivery of works, 
including transfer insurance if needed, as well as the retrieval of work at the end of the exhibition.  Please do 
not submit work that have already been sold or are out of the Philadelphia region. 
  
Sale of Work 
 

Art may be for sale. Art in City Hall is not a commercial gallery and does not take commission.  All sales are 
between artists and interested patron(s), however, the art must stay for the duration of the exhibit. 
  
Liability 
 

Each accepted artist will receive a loan agreement.  Artwork will be insured once received by Art In City Hall 
and determined to be in good condition for the duration of the exhibition and installation/de-installation 
periods.  



    
 
Name  ___________________________________ 
 
Address          ___________________________________ 
                       
                       ___________________________________ 
 
Phones           day______________________ evening_____________________  
 
  

Email __________________________________________ 
 
 
 

#2   _______________________________________ 

 Title 
  
              _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 Medium 
  
             _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 Date  Dimensions (including framing structure) 

 
Mail to:  

Art In City Hall 
Office of Arts, Culture and the Creative                         
Economy 

 116 City Hall 
 Philadelphia, PA 19107 
            
For more info, contact Art In City Hall: 
                                       (215) 686 – 9912 
                              Tu.Huynh@phila.gov 
                              www.creativephl.org       
 

#1   _______________________________________ 

 Title 
  
              _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 Medium 
  
             _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 Date  Dimensions (including framing structure) 

#3  _______________________________________ 

 Title 
  
              _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 Medium 
  
             _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 Date  Dimensions (including framing structure) 

#4   _______________________________________ 

 Title 
  
              _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 Medium 
  
             _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 Date  Dimensions (including framing structure) 

Craft NOW Philadelphia unites the leading institutions and artists of Philadelphia’s craft community in a celebration of the city’s rich 
legacy of craft, its internationally-recognized contemporary craft scene, and its important role as an incubator for arts based in wood, 
clay, fiber, metal and glass. Through both creating and spotlighting events during the week of the Philadelphia Museum of Art Craft 
Show, Craft NOW invites locals and visitors alike to explore Philadelphia’s innovations in the world of the handmade. 
 

For more information, visit: https://craftnowphila.org/     
 

Art in City Hall brings the people’s art to the people’s building, establishing a presence for the visual arts in one of the city’s most 
important civic spaces, and provides space for the local cultural community to display their work. City Hall showcases juried exhibits 
of professional and emerging local artists, arts and cultural institutions, community organizations and schools that utilize the arts in 
their programming. Encompassing a variety of mediums, techniques, and subjects, the program is committed to presenting a diversity 
of ideas and artistic explorations.  
 

The Office of Arts, Culture and the Creative Economy (OACCE) supports and promotes arts, culture and the creative industries; 
develops partnerships that ensure culture and creativity are essential components of the City’s community revitalization, education, 
and economic development strategies; and links Philadelphians to meaningful cultural resources and opportunities. 
 

The Office manages and oversees City arts programs, provides policy advice to the Mayor and other Administration officials and 
serves as the primary point of municipal contact for local organizations, businesses, artists, and creative entrepreneurs. For additional 
information on Art In City Hall and OACCE, visit: www.creativephl.org  


